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Manufacturer Model Type Weight  
(oz)

Peak
Reduction

Cell Phone/ 
MP3 Jack

Warranty 
(Years)

MSRP Comments

Avcomm AC-950 AFL ANR 13.6 24 dB No 5 $600 Platinum �nish, integrated FLITELite  
LED lighting, �ex boom, M67  
condenser mic

Aircraft
Spruce

Skycom II ANR 15.2 25 dB passive, 
10-12 dB active

Yes 2 $230 AA batteries, dual volume, auto- 
shutoff, black color

BRG AH-2000ANR ANR 19.0 24 dB passive, up 
to 45 dB ANR

Yes 2 $199 Black only, 9V battery, mono/stereo, 
U.S.-designed

Beyerdynamic HS-800 Digital 
ANR

14 Not available Yes 5 $800 German-made. Digital Adaptive ANR, 
5-30,000 Hz freq response.

Bose A-20 ANR 12 Not available Yes 5 $1,095 FAA TSO’d. Bluetooth enabled, elec-
tret condenser mic, various  
cable con�gs.

David Clark Pro-X ANR 7.5 30 dB Yes;  
Bluetooth

5 $637 Ultra-light on-ear design. Fifty-hour 
battery, compact storage.

David Clark X11 ANR 12.2 17-22 dB Yes 5 $865 Re-cut gel ear-seal shape. 25-hour 
battery life. Stereo.

DRE 6001-T ANR 16.5 18-20 dB  
@200 Hz

No 3 $475 Matte tan color avail. Gel ear seals, 
20-hour battery life.

Faro G2 Active ANR 23 oz 26 db passive,  
up to 39 db
with ANR

Yes  3;  
Replacement

$389 Comes in 4 colors. 30-day money-back 
guarantee. Lifetime wear-and-tear 
protection. Leather ear cushions.

Flightcom V90ANR Venture ANR 17.0 24 dB passive 
+14-18 dB active

Yes 3 $499 Stereo/mono switch, condenser mic, 
dual input, carbon-�ber graphics

Flightcom D90ANR Denali ANR 13.4 18-20 dB Yes 3 $499 Dual input, AA batteries, “Sure 
Power” circuit, black color,  
ComLeather ear seals

Headsets Inc. DRE-6001 ANR 16.5 18 dB @20- 
800 Hz

No 3 $399 Battery life LED, gold-plated plugs, 
headset bag, tan or black color

Lightspeed Zulu.2 ANR 13.9 Not available Yes 5 $900 Dual aperture-disc mic, front-and-
center stereo sound, full Bluetooth

Marv Golden Golden Eagle ANR ANR 12.0 24-26 dB passive, 
10-12 dB
additional active

Yes 2 $240 Dual volume, leatherette ear seals, 
batteries included

Pilot USA 1779-T ANR 13.0 25 dB passive, 
18-22 dB
additional active 
@100 Hz

Yes 5 $479 Self-contained charger, auto-shutoff, 
sheepskin head pad

Rugged Air RA-950 ANR 19.0 24 dB passive, 
11.5 dB additional 
active

No 2 $499 Heavy-duty hardware, extra-deep ear 
cups, dual volume, gel ear seals

Sigtronics S-AR ANR 17.0 19 dB No 3 $449 Electret mic. 9V battery powered. 
Flex-boom, ultra-deep gel ear-seals, 
U.S.-made.

Sennheiser S1 Digital Adap-
tive
ANR

14.5 Varies with 
environment

Yes/Bluetooth 5 $1,095 Revolutionary, real-time adaptive ANR 
circuitry. Boostable treble, foldable 
ear cups, Bluetooth.

Sennheiser S1 NoiseGard ANR 13.8 Rating not 
supplied

Yes/Bluetooth 5 $799 Same as the S1 Digital without the 
adaptive technology

Softcomm C-300 ANR 21.7 17 dB active, 
24 dB

Yes 3 $449 No batteries required.  
Stereo/mono switch.

Telex Stratus 50 ANR 18.0 50 dB Yes 5 $799 Patented digital signal processing, 
auto shutoff

F

Having tried literally hundreds of head-
sets myself in bothmy aviation andmusi-
cal careers, my best advice to new pilots
is to get the cheapest headset to start
because you don’t know what you don’t
know. It took me a good 30 to 40 hours
of flying before I even thought of my
headset or what I desired in one. I know
people who plunked down big money
for a whiz-bang ANR headset and ended

up regretting it because their environ-
ment wasn’t suited to that headset. And
price is more about brand names, mar-
keting and reputation. While I know
plenty of pilots who swear by their $1,000
headsets, my favorite headset to date is
a $200 passive unit that I “hot-rodded”
with $100 worth of accessories to create
the perfect open-cockpit setup. It’s not
what I’d use in a business jet, but for my

environment, it’s right, and that’s the key.
ANR is perfect for cockpit environ-

ments that don’t change much. Most jets
and turboprops, technically advancedGA
airplanes like Cirrus, Diamond and the
like, are tailor-made for ANR headsets.
Even the Beechcraft, Cessna and Piper
lineworkwell with ANR. But for demand-
ing environments like open cockpits, war-
birds, seaplanes and backcountry flying,
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