
difficult to train, and private firms are willing 
to pay the price for experienced operators.

As the FAA’s commercial rules become 
more concrete and as the industry matures, 
UAVs will invade our lives more and  

more. With annual UAV pilot salaries aver-
aging $100,000 across the board today,  
it’s clear the demand is already there. A 
quick Internet glance yielded 620 UAV 
operator positions right now. 

It remains to be seen what the future will 
hold for unmanned aerial systems. But one 
fact is sure, pilotless aircraft are here today. 
How we embrace them in the aviation com-
munity is the next question.�  P&P
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Drones are so hot that schools are clamoring to introduce UAV 
programs to their curricula. The educational picture changes quickly 
so UAV programs come and go without much notice. Educational 

institutions offer varying levels of UAV programs, from a few classes 
to complete degree programs. Here, we present the most current 
listing of UAV programs across the country.

STATE SCHOOL URL DESCRIPTION

Alabama Troy College (Troy, Ala.) www.troy.edu Minor in Unmanned Aerial Systems

Arizona Cochise College (Douglas, Ariz.) www.cochise.edu Associate degree

Arizona Unmanned Vehicle University (Phoenix, Ariz.) www.uxvuniversity.com/ Certificate and Degree programs

Colorado Unmanned Experts  (Denver, Colo.) www.unmannedexperts.com/ Multiple, including photography and 
maintenance

Florida Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University  
(Daytona Beach, Fla., campus)

www.daytonabeach.erau.edu Bachelor’s and  
Master’s degrees

Florida Florida Institute of Technology http://coa.fit.edu/ Minor in Unmanned Aerial Systems

Illinois Lewis University (Romeoville, Ill.) www.lewisu.edu/academics/ 
unmanned-aircraft-systems/

Various degree programs

Indiana Indiana State University (Terre Haute, Ind.) www.technology.indstate.edu/uas/ Minor in Unmanned Aerial Systems

Kansas Kansas State University Salina (Salina, Kan.) www.salina.k-state.edu/aviation/uas/ Bachelor’s degree

Louisiana University of Louisiana (Monroe, La.) www.ulm.edu/cbss/aviation/ Bachelor’s degree

Michigan Northwest Michigan College  
(Traverse City, Mich.)

www.nmc.edu Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) 
operator training

Minnesota Northland Community & Technical College www.northlandcollege.edu Unmanned Aerial Systems 
maintenance-training program

Mississippi Hinds Community College (Raymond, Miss.) www.hindscc.edu Unmanned Aircraft  
Systems Program

Montana Rocky Mountain College (Billings, MT) http://www.rocky.edu Minor in Unmanned Aerial Systems

Nevada University of Nevada, Reno (Reno, Nev.) www.unr.edu/degrees/uas/ Minor in Unmanned  
Autonomous Systems

New York SkyOp (Location varies) www.skyop.com/courses/ Introduction to sUAS (small 
Unmanned Aerial Systems)

North Dakota University of North Dakota www.aviation.und.edu B.S. in Aeronautics with a  
Major in Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems Operations

Ohio Sinclair UAS Training and Certification Center 
(Sinclair Community College, Dayton, Ohio)

www.uas.sinclair.edu/ UAS Short-Term  
Technical Certificate

Oklahoma Oklahoma State University (Stillwater, Okla.) https://unmanned.okstate.edu/ Masters of Science and PhD 
degrees with UAS option

Oregon Central Oregon Community College  
(Bend, Ore.)

www.cocc.edu Unmanned Aerial Vehicle  
Degree Program

Pennsylvania Community College of Beaver County  
(Monaca, Pa.)

www.ccbc.edu/uav Associate in Applied Science with 
UAS

South Carolina Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
(Greenville, S.C.)

www.worldwide.erau.edu Minor in Unmanned Aerial Systems

Tennessee Middle Tennessee State University 
(Murfreesboro, Tenn.)

www.mtsu.edu/aerospace/ 
uas_operations.php

Bachelor’s Degree in Aerospace 
with a Concentration in UAS

Texas LeTourneau University (Longview, TX) http://www.letu.edu/ RPV program beginning Fall 2015

Virginia Liberty University (Lynchburg, Va.) www.liberty.edu/academics/aeronautics/ Bachelor’s in Aeronautics: 
Unmanned Aerial Systems 

Drone Schools

PPG15_Drones.indd   48 5/8/15   1:17 PM


